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AMENDMENT 

REMARKS 

This amendment is in response to the office action mailed August 26, 2004 for the 
above-identified patent application. Claim 1 is amended and new claims 5-12 are added 
in an effort to more fully delineate the nature of Applicant's contribution to the art. 
Claim 4 is canceled. 

Claims 1-4 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being allegedly 
unpatentable over Obraske (U.S. Patent 3,069,713). Reconsideration is requested. 

Amended claim 1 is believed to patently distinguish over the patent to Obraske in 
that claim 1 now more clearly calls for the tapers of the sides of the adapter and the 
bracket to be such that the portion of each side of the adapter which tapers is substantially 
continuous with the portion of each corresponding side of the second leg which tapers. 
This is as described in paragraph 0008 of Applicant's description. In contrast, as seen in 
Fig. 2 of the Obraske patent, only one side of the adapter tapers and this taper is not 
substantially continuous with the taper of the corresponding portion of the bracket. In the 
invention as claimed, both sides of the adapter and bracket have tapers which form 
substantially continuous lines. 

New claims 5 to 14 depend from claim 1 and set forth various features of 
Applicant's invention which also are not taught or suggested by the patent to Obraske or 
any of the other cited art. For example, claim 5 sets forth ranges of the dimensions of the 
width and length of the blade, as well as the radius of curvature of rounded rear corners 
of the blade. These dimensions are described at paragraph 0009 of Applicant's 
description. 

Similarly, new claim 6 gives a range of thickness of the blade, which is made 
from spring steel, as described in paragraph 0010 of Applicant's description. New claim 
7 specifies that the first leg is connected with the blade using rivets, while new claim 8 
gives the length and width of the first leg of the bracket in terms of a percentage of the 
length and width of the blade. The features of claims 7 and 8 are also found in paragraph 
001 1 of Applicant's description. 

New claim 9 calls for a range of thickness of the bracket, which is made from 
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machined aluminum as described in paragraph 0014 of Applicant's description. Similarly, 
the dimensions of the adapter given in claim 10 are described in paragraph 0014 of 
Applicant's description. Claims 11 and 12 set forth details of the handle, including the 
threaded rod of a given range of diameter and length to attach the handle to the adapter 
and the relative position and centering of the handle relative to the blade, as described in 
paragraph 0016 of the Applicant's description. 

New claim 13 calls for the angle between the legs of the bracket to be between 70 
and 90 degrees as in paragraph 0012 of the description. Finally, claim 14 calls for a 
range of thicknesses of the adapter as described in paragraph 0015 of the description. 

The art of record is devoid of any teachings which would render obvious any of 
the subject matter of claims 5 to 14 to one of ordinary skill in the art. Moreover, claims 2- 
3 and 5-14 are patentable with claim 1 from which they depend for the reasons given 
above in support of claim 1 . 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and 
allowance of all claims as amended. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated this 22 nd day of November, 2004. 




Roger J. French 
Reg. No. 27,786 
BEEM PATENT LAW FIRM 
53 W. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1352 
Chicago IL 60604-3787 
Tel. (312) 201-0011 
Fax (312)201-0022 
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